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 So, back to where we started.  The Midland club has 32 new members since January.  We have 22 companies 

that are represented.  Club growth this year has been +128%.   We are looking at a possible Energy Symposium 

next year – but you will have to ask Joyce for more information about that!  And when you do, be careful or 

you will find yourself signed up to be a greeter or something.     

 

 We are also trying to expand our scope with the state’s largest industry trade organization.  That discussion has 

really yet to begin, as our idea was just recently generated at the NAPE conference in Houston with Mark last 

month where TXOGA and D&D were both exhibiting.   

 

 But the idea there is to…. Guess what, identify areas of SHARED VALUES and find out how we can go to work 

on things we and TXOGA both want to accomplish. 
 

 

Thank you! 

 

Stuart Mussler 

 

 

 

“Like Pieces of a PuzzLe, we aLL are essentiaL” 

 

                       



Worldly Gasoline 
Shacie Murray, Desk and Derrick Club of Farmington 

I just got back from vacation in Belize where gas cost ~$11 BZ/gallon which is ~$5.50 US/gallon. That got me 
thinking, how do gasoline prices compare around the world? Lo and behold the internet has the answer. First 
it is interesting to know that according to GlobalPetrolPrice.com, “The differences in prices across countries 
are due to the various taxes and subsidies for gasoline. All countries have access to the same petroleum prices 
of international markets but then decide to impose different taxes. As a result, the retail price of gasoline is 
different”. 

Now, how does everyone compare . . . The cheapest gas is found in Venezuela, USA is 30th, and the most 
expensive gas is $7.68 in Hong Kong.   

The cost at the pump doesn’t necessarily tell how affordable the fuel is in the country. OilPrice.com compared 
the gasoline cost to the countries average income to find where gas is most and least affordable.  

Top 10 most affordable: Venezuela, Kuwait, USA, Luxembourg, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, 
Switzerland, Australia, Canada, and Norway.  

Top 10 least affordable: India, Pakistan, Philippines, Nigeria, Egypt, South Africa,  Indonesia, Thailand, Turkey, 
and Bulgaria.  

 

 

http://www.globalpetrolprices.com/gasoline_prices/�
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Oil-Prices/Top-10-Countries-With-The-Cheapest-And-Most-Expensive-Gas.html�


SMS text messaging is now 25 years old! 

by Patrick Devaney (https://twitter.com/PatrickDevaney_) 

December 4, 2017 

 

Season’s Greetings. 

No, I’m not offering you season’s greetings just yet. Although I’m four doors into my cheese advent 
calendar and I’ve already watched Die Hard, I still have far too much work to do before I’ll allow 
myself to feel all Christmassy. 

What I’m referring to is the Season’s Greetings that were sent via the first ever SMS text message 
on December 3, 1992. Telecommunications engineer Neil Papworth sent “Merry Christmas” to 
Vodafone Director, Richard Jarvis’ phone and the SMS was born. Although, in my eyes at least, 
Papworth might’ve been a little early in his festive cheer he sparked off what can accurately be 
described as a revolution in the way that people communicate and interact with each other. 

Although SMS adoption was slow at first, by 1995 the average American was only sending 0.4 
messages a month, growth slowly continued to grow. Before long the technology began to adapt to 
better accommodate the sending of SMS text messages and in 1999 the networks opened up to 
allow users from competitive networks to communicate with their own users via SMS. This led 
to the average US user sending 35 SMS messages every day by the year 2000. 

Once SMS had established itself, it became almost second nature and in many ways, the preferred 
form of communication. It became the social norm to send people SMS messages rather than 
calling them. The number of messages being sent each year just kept growing and growing with a 
whopping 12.5 billion being sent every month in 2006, which grew to 45 billion a month being 
sent just a year later in 2007. By June 2017, there were 781 billion SMS messages flying around. 

SMS provided a brand new way to communicate with your friends and family. The 160-
character limit for each message in turn spurred the creation of a brand new vernacular that allowed 
for text-based representations of physical actions like laughing out loud or even certain facial 
expressions and emotions. 

The SMS revolution has also left a wave of social good in its wake by bringing effective 
communication to previously cut-off regions. Even today, 25 years after the first ever SMS 
message was sent, new initiatives are still being created that utilize SMS to help people in remote 
regions. Huge strides have been made in the fight against malaria and other important social battles 
all through the power of that little beep beep – beep beep. 

With such a huge history behind it, what future lies ahead for the SMS text message? Well 
unfortunately, it looks like its days may be numbered. As more and more regions become 
connected to the world wide web, internet messaging services like WhatsApp and Facebook 
Messenger will take over from the humble SMS. With no comparable charge or character limit 
users in the western world have already begun to migrate to the new internet-based messaging 
platforms. 

Even if SMS does end up going the same way as Adobe Flash and MS Paint, it’ll take a long long 
time before the messaging platform no longer exists and even after it has gone it’s more modern 
messaging cousins will always owe a huge debt of gratitude to SMS. 

What started off as “Merry Christmas” has become much more, and will keep changing and evolving 
the way we communicate with each other for many holidays to come 

Happy Birthday, SMS. 

https://twitter.com/PatrickDevaney_
http://neilpapworth.com/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3943452/
https://whatsapp.en.softonic.com/
https://messenger-for-desktop.en.softonic.com/
https://messenger-for-desktop.en.softonic.com/


MOTTO 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service 

PURPOSE 
The Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs (ADDC), an international 

non-profit organization, is a premier provider of energy education and 

professional development. ADDC’s purpose shall be to promote the 

education and professional development of individuals employed in or 

affiliated with the petroleum, energy and allied industries, and to    

educate the general public about these industries as well as the        

companies and global communities the members serve. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to enhance and foster a positive image to the global 

community by promoting the contribution of the petroleum, energy, 

and allied industries through education by using all resources available. 

About Our 

Association 

2018 ADDC Board of Directors 
President Christina Forth christinaf4th@gmail.com 

President Elect Terry Ligon terryligon@hotmail.com 

Vice President Keith Atkins keith.atkins@murphyusa.com  

Secretary Evelyn Green evelyn@gbcminerals.com 

Treasurer Wendy Sparks wsparks@cegx.net 

Immediate Past President Maggi Franks maggsmf@aol.com 

Parliamentarian Marilyn Carter marilyn.carter@shaw.ca 

ADO Manager Mark Loch ado@addc.org 

Business Manager Wayne Ammons webmaster@addc.org 

Region I Director Carrie Harmon mpcpro2013@gmail.com 

Region II Director Beth Etzkorn betzkorn@deedrilling.com 

Region III Director Carol Schiavone pschiavone3@cox.net 

Region IV Director Sue Weaver suew@osbornheirs.com 

Region V Director Andrea McGarrah andreawenner@hotmail.com 

Region VI Director Casi Nichols casinichols@yahoo.com 

Region VII Director Tracy Fillmore fillmore677@gmail.com 
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